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InitiaLit is an evidence-based instructional program that teachers Pre-Primary to Year 2 students reading and spelling. This 

program is aligned with current research into how we best learn to read and what skills and knowledge are needed in 

learning to read and write. InitiaLit explicitly teaches students the skills and knowledge they will need to as readers and 

spellers as well as provides them with experiences to practise and build on these skills. Over time, students will develop 

their fluency and accuracy in these skills, allowing them to read and write with greater speed, skill and independence. 

Some of the key learnings of the program include:  

• New letters or spelling patterns to be read and used in spelling. 

• New tricky words to practise reading and spelling  

• Foundational literacy skills, such as being able to blend sounds together by ‘sounding-out’ or to match rhyming 

words.  

• Foundational literacy knowledge, such as word types and how to build a sentence correctly.   

InitiaLit also includes a Storybook component, which is essential in teaching our students to understanding what they read. 

It focuses on learning and practising new vocabulary as well as building connections between what happens in the story 

and events or knowledge form real life.  

You can support your child in their InitiaLit learning at home by: 

• Practising reading and spelling words with the letters and spelling patterns they have learnt. 

• Practising ‘tricky’ words by reading them regularly, practising spelling them or writing them in sentences.  

• Encouraging your child to use their new vocabulary by telling you what the words mean, saying them in sentences, 

acting them out, and many more activities.  

INITIALIT 
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